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How post-secondary education fared in Alberta’s Budget 2026

The Government of Alberta’s 2026 budget clarifies exactly where the Ministry of
Advanced Education will invest in the coming fiscal year — and where it will not.

What’s getting funded... sort of

Post-secondary institutions with programs directly tied to high-demand sectors such as
oil and gas, healthcare, and K-12 education are better positioned this year. The budget
allocated $148 million in new funding for Targeted Enrolment Expansion (TEE) in these
priority areas addressing long standing access issues. However, while TEE funding is
typically set for a 3-year period, most students require at least 4 or more years to
complete their studies. What is the government’s plan to close this funding gap in the
pivotal, final years of our students’ education journeys?

In addition, roughly $320 million is being directed toward infrastructure projects already
underway. Among them, CAFA member MacEwan University will receive $45 million in
both 2026-27 and 2027-28 to complete construction of its new business school.

Investment in programs that address labour-market shortages makes sense. Improved
facilities are welcome as well. But neither addresses the deeper issue facing Alberta’s
post-secondary sector: chronically insufficient base funding. We are concerned that the
government continues to shift funding to PSIs ‘own resources’ — which is now moving

from 59 per cent of all revenues to 60 per cent of all revenues.

CAFA continues to advocate that universities, colleges and institutes need a predictable,
stable, multi-year funding model that equips students, researchers, and employers

across all sectors to thrive in an increasingly complex and uncertain global economy.
What’s not funded

Budget 2026 also underscores the consequences of years of heavy reliance on oil and gas
revenues, combined with spending pressures from political scandals, legal settlements,
and costly failed projects. The result is a tighter fiscal environment that will be felt across
Alberta — including by students.
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Student financial support is set to shrink. Albertans will be competing for roughly 10%
less in available student loan funding — about $100 million less than last year — at the
same time that public institutions are increasingly expected to rely on “their own
revenue sources” to fill the gaps.

What’s next?

Attention now turns to the government’s anticipated response to last year’s Mintz Expert
Panel on post-secondary funding. The panel called for a more stable funding framework,

renewed investment, and greater institutional autonomy.

If Alberta is serious about building a resilient, future-ready economy, strengthening its
post-secondary system cannot be a secondary priority. A sustainable funding model for
universities and colleges is not simply an education issue, it is an economic imperative

for the province’s long-term prosperity.
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