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For Immediate Release

CAFA denounces the Alberta government’s shocking move to oppress transgender people

EDMONTON - Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms fundamentally protects the legal and human rights of all
Canadians. The only exception: in circumstances of dire and severe threat, such as the potential loss of life, the
Notwithstanding Clause may be invoked.

The Notwithstanding Clause is meant as a last resort. Instead, the UCP has made it their first choice for removing
the rights of any group whose views don’t match theirs.

Having stripped teachers of their Charter rights, they’re on to their next target: transgender youth.

On November 18, the Alberta government introduced a new bill to prevent any court challenges to existing laws
the government has already passed. These laws impose unprecedented restrictions and humiliations on
transgender young people, now painted by the UCP as threats to the safety of Alberta’s families and children.

e Bill 26 makes it illegal to provide gender-affirming care to youth under 16, including any already in
gender transition.

e Bill 27 requires school staff to tell parents if their kids under 18 wish to be addressed by a name or
pronoun of a different gender identity, and secure parental permission if their kids are under 16.

e Bill 29 insists that girls as young as 12 must prove to coaches that they were born female before being
allowed to play on a female recreational or competitive sports team.

Making Bill 9 the law clears the way for the Government of Alberta to shut down almost anything they don’t agree
with. Again... and again... and again. As many times as it takes for Albertans to finally get the message that it’s
their government — and not themselves as parents, teachers, or health practitioners — who has the final say on
how they live their lives.

The 3,000 members of the Confederation of Alberta Faculty Associations (CAFA) stand in solidarity with
transgender people across Alberta facing this frightening spectre of state-endorsed bigotry.

So, who’s next? Will the government use the Notwithstanding Clause to strip the rights of Licensed Practical
Nurses who will go on strike on Saturday? The Finance Minister hasn’t ruled it out, saying “all options are on the
table.”

Let’s not wait to find out. We call on the Government of Alberta to immediately revoke Bill 9 - and urge
Albertans everywhere to demand the same by calling their UCP MLAs now.
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