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CAFA is resolved to fight Bill 2 and the denial of citizens’ rights it represents

On Monday, October 27th, Danielle Smith and her UCP caucus set a shocking precedent:
they invoked the Notwithstanding Clause of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms to force Alberta’s teachers back to work through a new bill rushed through the
legislature, Bill 2. With this move, the government has served notice that it is ready and
willing to unilaterally revoke the constitutional rights of any Albertans who challenge its
preferred ways of operating.

As champions of public education in this province - and side by side with the more than
50,000 fellow educators in Alberta’s public schools - the Confederation of Alberta Faculty
Associations (CAFA) is resolute in its opposition to Bill 2. We will fight to ensure that
Alberta’s students, at every level of education, are supported in their educational
endeavours with adequate resources, appropriate learning environments, and the
attention of skilled professionals.

Yet it is important to note that Bill 2 is about much more than just a threat to public
education (although it is most definitely that). More even than the active suppression of
union rights and collective bargaining processes in this province. In fact, Bill 2 is an
outright attack on the rights and freedoms of all Albertans by the very party they
elected to power.

The Canadian constitution’s Notwithstanding Clause was never meant to be wielded
impulsively by a government too impatient to follow due process! It is intended as a last
resort in situations of dire emergency, since invoking it bars regular folks from
gathering peacefully in public. From associating with whomever they want. From freely
expressing their thoughts, opinions and beliefs. And yes, it also bars freedom of the
press.

This is a time for solidarity, for resolve, for working together. Over the coming weeks and
months, CAFA will be engaging our members and the more than 3,000 faculty members
they represent to stand up for our fellow citizens and speak out against the menacing and
far-reaching effects of Bill 2.

In alignment with the direction of the Alberta Federation of Labour (AFL) we intend to
use all the tools at our disposal to defend the constitutional rights of all Albertans against
a government that seems to have little respect for them.
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