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Last month, the premier of Alberta issued mandate (AE Mandate Letter)letters to a few
ministers including the Honourable Myles McDougall, Minister of Advanced Education.
CAFA’s review of the letter has exposed a number of noteworthy elements.

Accountability Misalignment

While we commend the government for pressing provincial credentialing of workers
from national and international jurisdictions, we wonder how this initiative, rightly
housed within the Ministry of Jobs, Economy, Trade & Immigration, relates to Advanced
Education.

Similarly, we question the involvement of the Ministry of Justice in any issues related to
academic freedom and freedom of expression, which have been independently and ably
managed by post-secondary institutions for decades.

Quality Control Threats

The current teachers’ strike highlights the dire unmet needs in Alberta’s K to 12 education
system. But this Ministry imperative to “shorten the time it takes an individual with a
degree, diploma or trade certification to become certified to teach” raises significant
concerns about compromising teaching quality to drive teacher numbers. That’s the last
thing our kids need.

Overemphasis on the Past

Oddly, this future-focused letter also pointedly references past Ministry initiatives.
Granted, working with medical schools to steer more doctors toward rural communities
has been a welcome, and long overdue development. But why mention a $10M allocation
to mental health professional spaces that happened way back in 2024? And the reference
to “modernizing” the governance frameworks for 22 professional regulatory
organizations (PROs) to enhance public protections made us wonder what PROs were
doing to the public to warrant government intervention. We see this is a worrying trend
of provincial government overreach.

Under-focus on Promoting Skills Employers Value

Despite extensive data that employers value skills instilled through the study of Arts and
Humanities - like critical thinking, problem analysis, communications, and teamwork -
the government plans to increase junior and high school students’ exposure to trades
education and employment, to the exclusion of other fields. While we understand the
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need to emphasize the importance of trades to high school students, we are concerned
that the same students will not have the soft skills required to prosper after graduation
wherever that leads.

Even more concerning are the glaring omissions in this mandate letter.

Where is the direction to work closely with post-secondary institutions to ensure new
policies and programs reflect their frontline insights into student needs, teaching quality,
and research excellence? And why is there absolutely no mention of restoring the tens of
millions cut from Alberta’s post-secondary budgets since 2019 given the current
unprecedented surge in Alberta’s youth population?

One can only hope that Minister McDougall and his team will do more than merely
“review the findings” of the Mintz Expert Panel on Post-Secondary Institution Funding
and Alberta’s Competitiveness, and actually implement measures that return this
province’s post-secondary system to the world-class reputation it once held.



