
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

University Research, Student Programs are to be exempt from 
“Provincial Priorities Act” 

 
Edmonton, Alberta - April 3, 2025 Strong advocacy efforts by the Confederation of Alberta 
Faculty Associations (CAFA), Faculty and Student Unions, and University Administrations has 
resulted in important exemptions to the Provincial Priorities Act (PPA) for researchers and 
teachers in the Post Secondary Sector. 
 
Specific exemptions for Post-Secondary institutions include 
 

●​ Research-focused agreements 
●​ Agreements supporting student employment, work experience, official languages, 

non-instructional events, and instructional programming 
●​ Fee-for-service contracts, short-term facility leases, and rental agreements 
●​ Agreements with the Banff Centre 
●​ Federal funding agreements under $100,000, as well as minor amendments and 

extensions to existing awards. 
 
Without these exemptions, all requests for federal funding would be subject to provincial 
approval, including those by individual researchers, student groups, and artists. These 
restrictions would have prevented Albertan researchers from competing on an even playing 
field. 
 
CAFA president Lee Easton welcomed the exemptions. “Thanks to the efforts of people and 
organizations across the sector, we have been able to avoid the worst effects of this Act,” 
Easton said. “Together we have ensured that Alberta’s teachers, researchers, and students 
continue to have access to the same funding opportunities as every other Canadian.”  
 
At the same time, Easton warned, exemptions are not enough. “Exemptions that are given by 
an order-in-council can be taken away just as easily,” Easton said. “Real freedom of research 
and teaching requires freedom from all political interference, not just its suspension,” he added. 
 
Noting that the Act applies to all public organizations in the province, including local and 
regional governments, and arts organizations as well as Post secondary Institutions, Easton 
called for the Act’s repeal. “I think Albertans can be trusted to know what’s best for their local 
communities better than bureaucrats in Edmonton,” Lee said. “The Provincial Priorities must be 
repealed.”  
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For more information, contact:  Lee Easton, president@cafa-ab.ca, 403-992-1496 
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